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The China communique

Worst typhoon in 100 years in Fuzhou City

by LARRY KLEPINGER
larry@larryklepinger.com

Earlier this year, 2004 Congressional
Candidate Larry Klepinger moved to Fujian
province in China and accepted a teaching
position at Fuzhou University. The WI has
invited him to write a series of articles com-
municating what is really happening in
China-through the eyes of a casual observ-
er — without the major media spin. You can
contact Larry via email at larry@larryk-
lepinger.com. Or visit his website www.lar-
ryklepinger.com for more information.

FUZHOU, CHINA - A little over a
month ago Fuzhou experienced its
worst typhoon in 100 years. The
following day my wife Akiko and I
walked through town to survey the
situation for ourselves.

Devastation was on a grand
scale, trees uprooted, houses torn
apart, brick walls toppled, build-
ings totally gutted, Mother
Nature’s rampage simply beyond
description.

In the wake of all this, people
were netting 18-inch catfish in
storm drains, underground parking
garages — loaded with expensive
automobiles — were completely
submerged, while small shops
along with mega-supermarkets
were coping with massive econom-
ic losses.

Yet amid all this destruction the
Chinese people were working
together to bail themselves out of
yet another horrific natural disaster.
However, there was no looting, no
murders and no social unrest. [
wish I could report the same for
how Americans reacted in the wake
of Katrina.

Free medical benefits
rapidly disappearing
In my last article I made refer-
ence to the large number of beggars

on the streets of Fuzhou. A number
of readers e-mailed me wanting to
know, “If China is a communist
country why are there so many
poor people on the streets? [
thought communism was suppose
to eradicate poverty.”

In earlier years China took care
of the people’s medical ailments
free of charge. But unbeknownst to
the outside world China is undergo-
ing a massive shift in the way it
provides medical services to its cit-
izens. In a move that is not going
down well with the populace, the
government is doing away with
“socialized medicine” and replac-
ing it with a “pay-as-you-go”
arrangement. What is happening
now is that those who can afford to
pay for good treatment get it — and
those who can’t afford it, don’t.

This inequality of treatment was
driven home to me when I had to
accompany a teacher to Fuzhou
General Hospital who had fallen
seriously ill. He was whisked into
the emergency room without ques-
tion and treated with the utmost of
care. Twenty minutes later a day-
worker was brought in on a stretch-
er, summarily placed on the waiting
room floor and was forced to stay
there until the administrative staff
could verify that he had money to
pay for any treatment he might
receive. While his wife pleaded
with nurses for some sort of pain
relief, my teacher friend was being
so well taken care of that I felt
embarrassed.

It is a given that foreigners have
money. No so with most Chinese.
Since this type of medical service
is on the rise, people who cannot
afford proper treatment are forced
onto the streets — thus so many beg-
gars. Itis not unlike the days when
government funding for many med-

SOME FACTS THAT RELATE TO THE CHINESE MEDICAL SCENE

China’s population is approximately 1.3
billion. The “point” 3 billion is somewhat mis-
leading at first glance. That decimal figure
roughly equals the population of the US.
Then you add 1,000,000,000 (billion) more
citizens on top of that.

The number of elderly people in China,
above the age of 60, is expected to reach
243 million by 2020.

To put this into proper perspective con-
sider that the total population of Germany,
France, Austria, Switzerland and Britain

ical services in America was cur-
tailed and neighborhoods were
consequently  inundated with
“ambulatory” patients with drug
dependency problems, serious
mental illnesses or other medical
disorders.

China is rapidly transforming its
medical profession — along with the
pharmaceutical industry — into a

equal approximately 214 million people.
Then add another 29 million and you have
the number of people over 60 in China by
2020. The figures are simply mind-boggling.

The Chinese government is working
around the clock to try to rectify this situation
before it is too late. If the people’s medical
and dental needs are not met — and met
soon — there might be serious social conse-
quences in store for this rapidly developing,
yet still decidedly, third world country.

profit driven enterprise, literally, at
the expense of the average Chinese
citizen.

I’'m afraid that it won’t be long
before the majority of Chinese peo-
ple are completely shut out of hos-
pitals — unless they can first prove
they possess adequate funds for
needed services. After that it will
only be a matter of time before

most Chinese are either being
coerced into paying astronomical
fees for medical insurance or being
forced into bankruptcy to finance
desperately needed medical help.

In a recent survey of Americans,
a full 40 percent cited medical
costs as the reason for filing for
bankruptcy. One can see China
treading down that same slippery
slope. *WI
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