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Christmas in China

by LARRY KLEPINGER
larry@larryklepinger.com

Earlier this year, 2004 Congressional
Candidate Larry Klepinger moved to
Fujian province in China and accepted a
teaching position at Fuzhou University.
The WI has invited him to write a series
of articles communicating what is really
happening in China- through the eyes
of a casual observer — without the major
media spin. You can contact Larry via
email at larry@Iarryklepinger.com. Or
visit his website www.larryklepinger.com
for more information.

FUJIAN PROVINCE, CHINA - I
was having lunch with a Chinese
professor a few days ago and he
made a very interesting comment.
“Rapid change in China comes
very slowly.”

When taken on the surface it
seems to make sense. Then again,

regime there were many ups and
downs: the Great Leap Forward;
Nixon’s historic visit to “open up”
China to the outside world in 1972;
Deng’s famous statement that, “To
be rich is glorious;” the Chinese
students’ protest for democracy in
1989 in Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square, that was ruthlessly crushed
by the government; the WTO
recently admitting China as a mem-
ber nation; and the on-going
“rapid” progression of China’s
climb up the international ladder of
leadership and prestige.

But one thing that has really
been changing in China in the past
few years is the all-embrac-
ing celebration of Christmas. It
was just a little over 56 years ago
that the Chinese Communist gov-
ernment was persecuting — and exe-
cuting — Christians en masse. To
me, Christmas in China is an aston-
ishing turnaround of gigantic pro-
portions — not to mention the cul-
tural identity of the Chinese people
being infringed upon.

But don’t get the wrong idea. It
isn’t viewed as a Christian celebra-
tion in the religious sense of the
word, but a celebration of the heart.
On a recent walk with Akiko in
downtown Fuzhou — a city with a
2,000-year history — people were
out Christmas shopping, couples
walking arm in arm, giggling as
they sipped Pepsi Cola, greeting
my wife and I with a friendly
“Merry Christmas.”  Imagine,

—T/oe China Communique —

But there is a genuine feeling from
my students, and a lot of my Chinese
friends, who want to know how to
celebrate Christmas, to know what it’s
really all about, to experience the joy
of what is actually becoming a
worldwide celebration.

when you look at the breakneck
speed at which China is trying to
modernize it makes you wonder if
that statement is any longer true.
On October 1, 1949, the Chinese
Communists took over mainland
China and drove Chaing Kai-shek
into exile on the island of Formosa,
later to be renamed Taiwan.
During the ensuing Communist

greeting strangers on the street with
that phrase nowadays in America.
Thank goodness political correct-
ness hasn’t poisoned the Christmas
spirit here.

Everywhere you look there is a
Colonel Sanders dressed like Santa
Claus, Pizza Huts are all decked
out in their finest Christmas splen-
dour, Big Macs are flying out the

door with students grinning from
ear to ear going to various
Christmas parties, Wal-Mart selling
plastic Christmas trees, Christmas
lights and decorations galore every-
where.

But there are those here who
belittle this development with a
sneer and a condescending com-
ment. Many deride the Chinese for
the way they have commercialized
the whole concept. “They are in it
for the money,” is a common
refrain from many of the foreigners
who pass through just long enough
to become “experts” on everything
about China.

Granted, they might have a point
about the crass commercialism.
But there is a genuine feeling from
my students, and a lot of my
Chinese friends, who want to know
how to celebrate Christmas, to
know what it’s really all about, to
experience the joy of what is actu-
ally becoming a worldwide cele-
bration. And, after all, isn’t that
what Christ was all about — spread-
ing peace and love throughout the
world? Seems like it is working
pretty well here in China.

And China is not the only place
that celebrates Christmas in Asia.
The Japanese are just as enthused,
as are the Koreans. And just for the
record, approximately 40 percent
of the Korean population is
Christian.

But whether it is religious based
or not isn’t the point. Christ was
not a Christian — He was a Jew.
Organized religion was not His
mission. Spreading the concept of
love was. It is sad that this point is
lost on so many who vehemently
profess to be Christian but, in real-
ity, fall very far of the mark.

In my opinion Christmas here in
China is giving the Chinese people
a chance to relax and enjoy life,
while at the same time being
afforded the opportunity to give a
little of themselves without feeling
embarrassed about doing so. In
essence, sharing with those who are
less fortunate than they are.

On our way back to the universi-
ty my wife and I noticed something
that drove this point home with
humble clarity.

All the beggars’ cups were full.

From China, here’s wishing you
all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. *WI

Bicycle laws updated

Rules spell out rules of the road for motorists

by ANASTASIA TIETJE

annie@whatcomindy.com

COUNTY- Bicycling is a way of
life for many people in the area.
College students use bikes to get
around campus. People go moun-
tain biking on our many trails, or
take bicycling road trips even on
narrow and windy roads such as
Chuckanut Drive. Motorists and
bicyclists alike are sometimes con-
fused about the rules of the road, so
it comes as welcome news that the
state has a couple of new provi-
sions to clarify just what those
rules are:

1. A motorist must give a
bicyclist a minimum of three-
foot clearance on the left when
passing, and a five-foot clearance
if passing at a higher speed.

2. A motorist cannot pass a
slower vehicle on a two-lane
road if a bicyclist or pedestrian is
present in the opposite lane.

3. The zone of legal protec-
tion for bicyclists and pedestri-
ans now includes highway shoul-
ders and bicycle lanes, which
was previously a legal no-man's
land.
These

new provisions are

statewide and were in effect as of
July 1. The law stems from a trag-
ic 2004 Mother's Day accident near
Walla Walla, in which a car passing
a cattle truck hit and killed a bicy-
clist in the opposite lane.

“Bicyclists and pedestrians are
very happy that this law passed,”
Kim Brown, transportation options
coordinator for the City of
Bellingham, said. “It doesn't seem
to me to be a controversial law in
that it's only asking vehicles to pro-
vide the same protection to a cyclist
as another motorist.”

A bicyclist has to obey the same
laws of the road as a motorist.
Bicyclists can be pulled over for
failing to stop at stop signs or not
signaling before changing direc-
tion. These new provisions have
been made to protect the increasing
numbers of bike riders, but bicy-
clists also need to be safe on the
roadways, and protect themselves.
Bicyclists should be especially
aware of wearing bright colors and
using lights at night to increase
their visibility. Brown said the
Bellingham Bicycle Advisory
Committee will be working to pro-
mote and educate cyclists, pedestri-
ans and motorists on the new provi-
sions. *WI
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buy -- sell -- trade

Buy my Prums!

310 W. Champion St.
Bellingham WA 98225
360-738-3786
www.dswdrums.com
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