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Earlier this year, 2004 Congressional
Candidate Larry Klepinger moved to Fujian
province in China and accepted a teaching
position offer at Fuzhou University. The WI has
invited him to write a series of articles commu-
nicating what is really happening in China–
through the eyes of a casual observer – with-
out the major media spin. You can contact
Larry via email at larry@larryklepinger.com. Or
visit his website www.larryklepinger.com for
more information.

“Under all is the Land”

The above quote is the first line
in the Realtor’s Code of Ethics.  In
essence, if you don’t own the land
– you are just renting.

The concept of land ownership is
not an option in China – the gov-
ernment owns it all.  The trade-off
for this is that Communism live up
to its implied social commitment:
“From each according to his ability,
to each according to his needs.”

Under Communism, the state is
supposed to supply free education
– but education is no longer free in
China.  Under Communism, the
state is supposed to supply free
medical care – but medical care is
no longer free in China.  Under
Communism, the state is supposed
to supply free housing – but hous-
ing is no longer free in China.

Once the pillars of Communism
are gone – that is, when the social
contract with the people is no
longer being enforced or no longer
valid – then the “masses” will be
squeezed and in time, revolt.  This
has been the cyclical history of
China for the last 5,000 years.  

With all due respect, the Chinese
Government is doing everything
within its power to stave off anoth-
er round of history repeating itself.
President Hu is desperately striving
to bridge the gap between those
who have virtually nothing and
those who have it all.  The extent of
the widening gap between the ultra
rich and ultra poor is astonishing
when viewed from any angle.
Either through vivid empirical evi-
dence, on a daily basis, or through
academic research it still comes out
the same – China is in danger of
imploding from within – again. 

A recent white paper showed
how harrowing the economic gap

really is.  According to the report,
1.6 percent of the Chinese popula-
tion control 60 percent of the coun-
try’s wealth.  The rest is owned by
the government.

So where does that leave the
1,000,000,000 (billion) people who
are subsisting at, or barely above,
the poverty line?  It leaves them
with no more free education, no
more free medical care, and no
more free housing – but still under
the yoke of a Communist dictator-
ship.

Here again, in all fairness, the
government is running at break-
neck speed to, hopefully, make
ends meet before it’s too late.  It
has lowered taxes on legions of
poor people, a move that was wel-
comed by everyone concerned.  At
least China knows that if you want
to stimulate the economy you lower
taxes – you don’t raise them.

But in my short time being here I
have the distinct feeling that China
has moved too far, too fast.  You
can’t take away free education, free
medical care and free housing
without giving the people the
means to fend for themselves.  And
here is where the government is
running a huge gamble with the
“masses.”

When the government offers its
citizens money to relocate, and the
people don’t want to move, they are
forcibly evicted – period.  As city
boundaries expand, more and more
people are being displaced.  In
effect, they are being forced into
homelessness because of the hyper-
speed “market oriented” economic
policies that China is now whole-
heartedly embracing.  

When this country’s gargantuan
population is denied all means of
participating in the economic
advancement of a burgeoning
China, once the “masses” have
nothing left to lose, then the trouble
begins. 

Shanghai is not China.  Hong
Kong is not China.  Beijing is not
China.  The real China is just
beyond their sprawling metropolis-
es.  It is sobering to see poverty on
such a wide scale.  But it will be
even more devastating if the pres-
ent regime can’t bridge the gap in
time.

It would be a monumental disas-
ter if China were to “slip back into

the past” not only for its own sake
– but for the entire Asian region.
Furthermore, it would be horren-
dous for the rest of the world –
especially America.  For without
the inexpensive imports that China
now sells to the United States infla-
tion would soar, more people
would be laid off and the specter of
economic upheaval will once again
raise its ugly head – not to mention
the volatile issue of China holding
so much American debt.

It is imperative that America and
China work together – as partners
in peace – toward bridging this eco-
nomic divide between rich and
poor before it is too late.

Time is running out on both sides
of the Pacific. wWI
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