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The (Panama) Communique

Earlier this year, 2004 Congres-
sional Candidate Larry Klepinger 
moved to Fujian province in China 
and accepted a teaching position 
offer at Fuzhou University. The WI 
has invited him to write a series of 
articles communicating what is re-
ally happening in China– through the 
eyes of a casual observer – without 
the major media spin. You can con-
tact Larry via email at larry@lar-
ryklepinger.com. Or visit his website 
www.larryklepinger.com for more 
information

An Outlander In Panama
I know this article is supposed 

to be about China but my wife and 
I recently returned to the “Middle 
Kingdom” after a 10-day stint in 
Panama – and I wanted to let you in 
on a secret that is just now starting 
to unfold.

There is a monumental demo-
graphic shift underway and most 
people are not even aware of what’s 
happening.  In a few short years the 
baby boomer generation is going 
to start to retire.  But far too many 

of them simply don’t have enough 
money to survive on a pension – in 
the United States.

Enter Panama – the “Other 
America.”  This country has been 
chosen as the number one retire-
ment destination by a select group 
of travel magazines for five years 
running, yet only just recently have 
people started to take notice.

Why Panama?
Panama has one of the most en-

ticing retirement packages on offer 
to “expatriates” anywhere on the 
planet – the Government of Pana-
ma’s Pensionado Program for over-
seas retirees.

Hands down, Panama has the best 
infrastructure in Central America.  
Construction is       at – or above 
– American building standards.  
Remember, the United States has 
more than 100 years of historical 
involvement with Panama, with 

very favorable results when it 
comes to the overall infrastructure 
of the country.  

As for the perennial question of 
security, the U.S. is one of Panama’s 
major trading partners and with an 
eye constantly on the Panama Ca-
nal – and a history of over 40 U.S. 
military interventions – this neck of 
the woods is probably safer than the 

United States is today. 
Unlike many parts of China, Pan-

ama City and other metropolitan ar-
eas are wired for sound.  Reliable 
high-speed Internet is readily avail-
able 24 hours a day.  Wireless cen-
ters are sprouting up everywhere 
and easy access is not a problem.

High quality entertainment is 
yours for the asking.  Most first-
run movies are around three dol-
lars, live concerts abound, theater 
productions galore, Fox News 
and CNN are available along with 

This country has been chosen as the number  
one retirement destination by a select group of travel 

magazines for five years running …
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The ABCs of Giving your 
Children a Holy Inheritance.
A half-day workshop that will change 
the way you look at parenting

Presented by Change of Heart Ministries
Saturday, April 22, 2006 — 9:00 am to 12:30 pm   
at Christ the King Community Church —Bellingham
Cost:$30/person. To receive an informational flyer  
call 733-1457 or e-mail ChangeofHeart@att.net.

a plethora of other TV programs 
– many in English.  And then there 
is Carnival week. 

Shopping is upscale and relative-
ly cheap in Panama City with more 
brands and varieties available than 
in most malls in the States.  The US 
dollar is the medium of exchange 
– so there are no money conversion 
hassles.

My wife and I had one of the most 
delicious Chinese dinners we have 
ever had at the Golden Unicorn, 
managed by Jimmy Cheung, one of 
the best restaurants in Panama City, 
for the grand total of $40. 

Taxis cost about two bucks to go 
anywhere within the city limits.  I 
was told on several occasions that 
ocean fishing is cheap – and you 
always catch something.  Golf is 
available – and inexpensive.

Then there is the opportunity to 
buy oceanfront condominiums for 
$200,000. . . and no property taxes 
for the next 20 years.

But the real eye opener is the 
availability of top-notch healthcare.  
A large number of doctors in Pan-
ama City are US trained and can 
speak English.  But the astronomi-
cal medical bills so prevalent in the 
US are nowhere to be found here.  
Medical and dental costs are shock-
ingly affordable – and first rate by 
any standard.  Just this fact alone 
has brought many “Americanos” 
to Panama for what is becoming a 
new business phenomenon – Medi-

cal Tourism.  
It is a national shame that citizens 

of the United States of America 
have to travel to foreign countries 
to receive adequate medical care – 
and be able to pay for it without be-
ing driven to the poor house.  Pana-
ma is the preferred destination with 
many choosing to visit the newly 
built, ultra-modern, Johns-Hopkins 
Medical Center, located in the re-
cently completed business/medical 
complex near the upscale neighbor-
hood of Punta Pacifica.  

So is Panama without faults?  Of 
course not.  There is crime and a 
large amount of poverty that needs 
to be dealt with in a positive and 
forthright manner.  But bear in 
mind, the US has the world’s larg-
est percentage of its population 
behind bars and one of the highest 
homicide rates to boot.  

While having a couple of cold 
Panama beers at a local gathering 
I found myself talking with a few 
people from the States.  I was ex-
changing small-talk when the inev-
itable question from an attractively 
dressed lady beside me asked, “So, 
where are you from?” When I an-
swered Bellingham, Washington, 
she smiled and said, “I’m from Se-
attle.  My husband and I sold our 
business, our house and all our be-
longings and moved here last year.”  
It truly is a small world.

Check out Panama before it’s too 
late. nWIBELLS
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The City of Bellingham has 20 
days to respond to the lawsuit. As 
of press time City Parks Director 
Paul Leuthold could not be reached 
for comment as he is on vacation 
this week.  Leslie Bryson, Design 
and Development Manager for 
the Parks Department, said, “I’m 
sorry they feel they have to file a 
lawsuit.”  She indicated the fields 
and grandstands are available, and 
that the department intended to rent 
concession stands and portable re-
strooms.  She said, “It’s a big proj-
ect, and there’s no way to get it all 
done without impacting some us-
ers.”  The city’s legal department 
declined comment.

The problem stems from major 
construction and renovation proj-
ects underway at the Civic Center 
Complex of which Joe Martin Field 
is part. In a Whatcom Independent 
interview last summer, Larson was 

optimistic that of the $8.5 million 
dollars earmarked for improve-
ments for the complex as a whole, 
some monies would be directed to-
ward upgrading Joe Martin Field. 
Now, seemingly, perhaps because 
of cost overruns, the city is actu-
ally downgrading the more than 40-
year-old baseball facility. Whereas 
at nearby Civic Field significant en-
hancement – such as new lockers, 

an improved came control center, 
and a new elevator – are underway. 

According to Bells’ owner Lar-
son, there are two measurable ways 
in which the city is attempting to 
make the Bells’ an unviable busi-
ness. First, their total square foot-
age for business operations is being 
reduced from 2,193 to 736. Second, 

their number of points of sale (i.e., 
cash register locations) is being cut 
from 11 to four. According to the 
terms of their lease, any city-im-
posed modifications must be “rea-
sonably similar.” Lustick asked, 
“How is that reasonably similar?” 
Larson replied, “It’s just unreason-
able.” 

According to Larson, “What the 
city is doing is hostile toward the 

Bells… They’re telling us to ‘get 
out.’” In response Larson’s com-
pany, Grand Slam, is suing the city 
for damages. “The city has gone 
forward all along as though we 
weren’t even there and we don’t 
exist,” Larson charged. “They just 

The Facility Use Agreement be-
tween Grand Slam Management 
Group, LLC and the City of Belling-
ham specifies the Bellingham Bells 
may use the playing fields, dressing 
rooms, office space, storage space, 
concession areas, and restrooms 
within Joe Martin Stadium, and the 
Civic Field parking lot just outside the 
field from June 1 – August 31 each 
year through 2009. To see the agree-
ment, go to www.cob.org, click on “fi-
nance,” then click on “contracts,” and 
type in “Grand Slam.”

see BELLS page 17

“(Mayor) Mark Asmundson and (City Parks Director) 
Paul Leuthold owe every young person in this city  

who loves baseball an honest explanation.”
--Jeff Lustick, Bells’ attorney




