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BRIEF INTRODUCTION

Hello Whatcom Independent readers.
My name is Larry Klepinger. In 2004, |
ran for Congress and narrowly lost in the
primary. After that, | had planned to con-
tinue my job as a local real estate agent,
but a funny thing happened to me on the
way to the office.

Out of the blue | got an employment
offer — one that | couldn't refuse - to
teach in Fujian Province, People’s
Republic of China. The WI found out |
was leaving and invited me to write a
series of articles about what is really hap-
pening in this part of the world — through
the eyes of a casual observer — without
the spin of the major media outlets.

Everything in the ensuing articles is
my own opinion and not that of the WI.
Any comments, ideas or criticisms
should be sent directly to me via e-mail:
larry@Iarryklepinger.com and | will send
a personal reply as soon as time permits.

Let’s go!

SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT CHINA AND FUJIAN PROVINCE

October 1, 1949, People's Republic of China (PRC) founded.
Chief of State: President Hu Jintao (since 15 March 2003)
Head of Government: Premier Wen Jiabao (since 16 March 2003)

Population: 1,306,313,812 (July 2005 est.).

Geographic Size: World's fourth largest country (after Russia, Canada, and the USA)

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal.
Source: The World Factbook, at:

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html

Fujian Province is located on the eastern seaboard of China, opposite Taiwan.
NOTE: Do not confuse the People’s Republic of China (PRC) with the Republic of

China (ROC), which is Taiwan.

Economic Development Zones (EDZ), are areas specifically designated to receive mas-
sive amounts of government funding as so-called test areas for China’s continuous

process of social and economic reform.

FUJIAN PROVINCE, CHINA -
After being picked up at the airport,
my wife Akiko and I were whisked
into darkness on an open highway
heading toward our destination of
Fuzhou (Fu-Joe) University,
Software College Campus. Much
to my astonishment electricity is
still not a constant in this part of
China. Many of the buildings were
dark or dimly lit, with candles or
power generators.

AUCTION

(from page 1)

“This is not an area of concern at
this point,” Radke said. “We will
continue to monitor the situation
until the kids are paid.”

There is no cause for alarm in
this case, according to Radke and
Rightmire. The money comes in, is
held in a bank account without col-
lecting interest, then distributed to
the kids when it’s all in. Rightmire
said it’s been handled this way for
20 years.

“They have collected 90 percent
of the money from the sales of the
animals,” Radke said. “They are on
the point of dispersing it.”

“They work hard to get the
money,” Rightmire said. “Kids can
do whatever they want with it.
Some kids reinvest and do it again
next year. Some kids hang on to it

for college.”

The kids in who sign up for the
program get their animals June 1,
unless they are raising a steer,
which they get by April 15,
Rightmire said. The pigs and
sheep can only be sold if they
meet certain weight requirements,
meaning the kids have to monitor
their animals, and feed them
accordingly. It teaches the teens
great  responsibility  skills,
Rightmire said.

“It’s not like we’re hanging on
to the money and gathering a lot
of interest,” Rightmire said. “It’s
not like we’re making money on
this.” W]

People on the streets were travel-
ing by every means available, some
on foot, or clinging tenaciously to
motor scooters, many in cars and
trucks that appeared to be in condi-
tions ranging from dilapidated
pushcarts held together with bail-
ing wire, to sleek, black Mercedes
Benz sedans honking their way
through the ever present traffic.

Once at the university we were
shown to our dorm/living quarters,
a double room with the basic essen-
tials of one miniature refrigerator,
one hotplate for cooking, various
kitchen utensils, an air-conditioner,
a TV, desk, and wardrobe.

After settling in, the electricity
abruptly went off and Akiko and I
found ourselves sitting in total
darkness. “Welcome to China,” 1
said, as we both started to laugh.

The next day I received my ori-
entation, then proceeded to the
cafeteria where I was literally
shocked at how much food the stu-
dents wasted. Military style stain-
less steel trays lay strewn on the
tables with food still on them.
When I was a child my father
would always make me clean up
my plate by saying, “Be thankful

for the food you have to eat. Think
of all those poor, starving Chinese.”
It made an indelible impression on
me. To this day I still don’t waste
food. But apparently, the Chinese
do — and have no compunction
about doing so. I am fully cog-
nizant of the fact that, in Asia, it is
considered a sign of wealth to leave
food on your plate to show others
that you are not poor. But I had no
idea how much food was actually
wasted in this country. Funny how
physically being in a country can
alter one’s academically precon-
ceived ideas and concepts in very
rapid succession. But all the books
I read about China didn’t prepare
Akiko and me for our first walk
downtown. *WI

Next Article: Economic develop-
ment zones — and the gap
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